Saxophonist Joseph Vincelli brings improv,
engaging stage presence to Jazz in June
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Audiences at the season's last Jazz in the June performance can expect a great performance along with the soulful tones of a saxophone.

Musician Joseph Vincelli will perform the saxophone in Nebraska once again and make his first appearance at the Jazz in June series.  "I'm looking forward to seeing big crowds," he said. "I understand that Jazz in June brings in a large amount of people."

When Vincelli was growing up, he was encouraged to embrace music by his parents, who were non-professional singers.
"They just enjoyed singing," he said. "They allow their kids to choose an instrument, and I chose the saxophone."  He plays two instruments, the saxophone and the flute.

Vincelli said growing up, he was torn between the saxophone and the French horn.

He said he probably ended up with the saxophone because it was a more recognizable instrument to play.  "The saxophone was my first instrument," Vincelli said. "I learned a lot about jazz from the saxophone."
Vincelli will perform songs from his new CD. He said 98 percent of the music he will play at the concert will be original.  The original music was brought to life through improvisation.  "I just sat down and started writing," he said. "Sometimes these things happen pretty quickly."  

Improv is Vincelli's favorite thing about jazz music.  "I really like the art about improvisation," he said. "That's just what jazz is about."  Vincelli has more than 10 CDs, but it wasn't just his music that made him stand out.  "He's more of a renaissance person," said Martha Florence, president of the Jazz in June board. "It was what he brought to the table. I was more drawn to his stage presence." 

Vincelli has taken his love and interest in music to write books on the subject. A 2003 book titled "The Art of Tone," took him about 20 years to write.

Vincelli started while he was in college and was startled by his own interest in music.

"The more I learned about Bach and other great composers, the more I saw a lot of similarities throughout many people," he said.  The hardest part for Vincelli was editing the book.  "I wrote it and rewrote it and edited things in," he said, adding that it was hard for him to finally stop himself from editing.

While the performer has a love and passion for music, he refers to cooking as his first love.  "I'm Italian, so I grew up cooking Italian, really," he said.  Vincelli said he enjoys cooking any style of cuisine because they are all interesting. He only makes an exception to cooking Indian food.  "It's its own style of cooking," he said.  

It was ultimately his performances in front of live audiences that attracted the board members.  Florence said a board member referred the musician and the board looked him up on-line and contacted him about playing for Jazz in June.  The board talked to other venues where Vincelli has performed.  "They were really impressed by his music, his stage presence and how he was able to engage the audience," she said. "From what I understand, he's the ultimate performer."

This stage presence has led to a lot of interaction with the audience.

"I'll go up to little babies (in the audience), I'll play to them," he said. "If there's a single woman in the audience, I'll go up and play to her. I want to make everybody in the audience feel like they're a part of the party."
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